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Biography Reports 
Congratulations to the kids for doing a wonderful job 
with their biography presentations. Everyone learned a 
lot about important people in history. Writing for a 
variety of reasons is an important skill, so in addition to 
writing and presenting, everyone took a little time after 
to post a comment on Seesaw. The groups all seemed to 
appreciate having comments from their classmates, and 
thank you to those of you who added your own.

Endangered Monarchs 
In conjunction with Mr. Kardos’ presentation about 
how to help monarch butterflies (they’re unfortunately 
on the endangered list), we’ve been studying Gail 
Gibbons’ book to learn more. It’s pretty great that our 
class already had the ‘Jackie’ and ‘Jackie, Jr.’ experience 
earlier in the year, and last week’s fluttering of Painted 
Lady butterflies (which are different—smaller—than 
Monarchs) all over campus seemed especially timely 
and added a little touch of magic.

In art, we used our ‘drawing in science’ skills to create a 
monarch butterfly, which will perch atop a photo taken 
by your child on the school campus. These creations 
will be hanging for your viewing pleasure soon.

margit.boyesen@cardiffschools.com

Dates At-a-Glance 

3/21 Family Art Night, 
5-7pm Ada Harris 

4/1-4/5 Parent-Teacher 
Conferences; min. days 

4/16 Field trip to the Zoo 

4/19 Bugs Due!!! 

Homeplay 

Math Book: Week 23 

Math Game: See folder 

Spelling Words: Week 22 

Inspirations 

“The most difficult thing is 
the decision to act, the 
rest is merely tenacity. The 
fears are paper tigers. You 
can do anything you 
decide to do. You can act 
to change and control 
your life; and the 
procedure, the process is 
its own reward. ”   
~ Amelia Earhart 

WEEKLY NEWS 
Create | Learn | Explore
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Discovering New Insects 
To make our unit on insects fun and memorable, the 
entire 2nd grade will participate in a culminating 
‘maker’ activity. Even though we just started our insect 
unit, please know ahead of time that your child will be 
asked to ‘discover’ (invent) a new insect and make it out 
of found, everyday materials. More specific info and 
examples coming soon to help you out with ideas. Kids 
will need to decide if their insect is helpful or harmful. 
All designs need to include a head, thorax, abdomen, 
eyes, and antennae (and maybe wings) to be 
anatomically correct, but the rest is up to your child’s 
creativity! It’s a little too early to start brainstorming 
since we’re just getting into the anatomy this week, but 
please mark your calendars that the bugs will be due on 
April 19th (the Friday after Spring Break). 

Zoo Field Trip 
After our study of insects and plants, we’ll be 
researching animals and preparing reports for Open 
House. The Zoo field trip is a chance for kids to start 
learning and thinking about animal habits—how varied 
they are, how animals are adapted, and what factors 
impact them. You should have received a Field Trip 
Permission last week (went home in backpacks on 
Thurs.) If you haven’t already, please take a moment to 
sign and send in $12. Plus, mark your calendar for Tues. 
April 16th (Tues. after we return from Spring Break)—
your child will need a sack lunch for the field trip.

Hope your week flutters by slowly, filled with wonder 
and beauty! ~ Ms. Boyesen
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Books We Read Last 
Week: 

Ask what surprised or 
inspired your child in 
reading these books: 

• Hey Little Ant by Philip 
Hoose 

• Monarch Butterflies by 
Gail Gibbons 

Upcoming Birthdays 

• (no Room 12 birthdays in 
March) 

Writer’s Homeplay 
Notebooks: 

This week there will be one 
sticker for both writing 
days. Kids are invited to be 
a ‘nature detective’ and 
create a nature notebook 
entry. An example will come 
home inside the notebook 
(or loose if they have don’t 
have their notebook turned 
in). I’m super proud of 
everyone who turns in their 
notebooks consistently and 
puts good effort into the 
writing. I definitely see nice 
growth in these writers! 
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